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Study on Increase in Violent Crimes 
Methods
This study is interested in answering the question: “What is causing an increase in violent crimes in Indianapolis?” Available literature on the subject sufficiently supports that there is an increase in violent crime in Indianapolis particularly that property crime and simple assaults, in particular, dropped significantly. Over the same period, however, violent crime has increased, especially since 2011(Felker-Kantor et al, 2015).
The hypothesis of this study is: Whereas violent crimes are rampant and widespread in Indianapolis the possibility of becoming victim of crime is not the same for everyone. This is just a directional hypothesis. Examining the geographic distribution of crime shows wide variation from place to place. Crime rates range from a low of 2.6 per 100 residents in the Cumberland neighborhood on the eastern edge of the city of Indianapolis. Studying crime trends in the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD) jurisdiction Shows a more nuanced story. Overall, the crime rate is at the lowest level since 2007 (Felker-Kantor et al, 2015).
Sample
This paper explores the trends in crime rates in the 94 neighborhoods and 201 census tracts within the IMPD service area from 2007 to 2014. All crime rates were calculated based on 2010 population data and representing number of crimes per 1,000 people. As a result, some of the crime rate figures may differ from other published sources. Data is drawn from the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department.
A self-report survey was utilized to gather information on violent crimes in Cumberland, Indianapolis.  The sample for the study was collected by using a probability sampling technique, specifically a cluster sample.  The cluster sample technique as used involved dividing Cumberland into unique neighborhoods and then randomly selecting 15 neighborhoods where researchers went door-to-door requesting an individual above 18 years complete the self-report survey.  Probability sampling technique was selected because it creates a representative sample of Cumberland without requiring a list of all the members of the population.  By choosing random neighborhoods the study ensured there were a variety of income levels, races, and ages represented in the sample.  A weakness of this sampling technique is that it excludes certain populations, such as the homeless, who might be more motivated to commit violent crime, which may create a sampling error.  Unit of analysis is the individual, and the sample element is the neighborhood.  
Dependent Variable
The dependent variable of this study is violent crimes.  The definition of violent crime varies from state to state.  In Indianapolis the entire crime of violence is outlined under Indiana Code Title 35(FindLaw, 2017).  
The state of Indiana defines a violent crime as a Felony or Class A Misdemeanor that results in bodily injury or death to the victim. Examples of a violent crime include:  Assault, Battery, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence,Sexual Assault, DWI, and Homicide (Indiana Code 5.)

Further, Section 5 of the code defines a “serious violent felon”
 means a person who has been convicted of: (1) committing a serious violent felony in: (A) Indiana;  or (B) any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the crime for which the conviction was entered are substantially similar to the elements of a serious violent felony;  or
(2) attempting to commit or conspiring to commit a serious violent felony in:
(A) Indiana as provided under section 5, or…….. (B) any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the crime for which the conviction was entered are substantially similar to the elements of attempting to commit or conspiring to commit a serious violent felony (Indiana Code 5).
The questions the self-repot survey asked to measure violent crime are:
a. How many times have you been a victim of violent crime?
___ More than 3 times
___ 2 to 3 times
____ 1 time
____ Never
b. Which violent crime was it? 
· Aggravated Assaults 
· Robberies  
· Homicides 
· Rapes and Attempted Rapes
c. Was the crime reported to the police?
___ Yes
___ No
Independent Variable
	The main independent variable in this study is economic status of the victims.  The self-report survey operationalized economic status by asking several questions which are related, but measures different aspects of economic status of victim.  The questions asked are below:
a) What is your average household income? __________________
b) How would you best describe you income level?
· High
· Low
· Average
These questions give the researchers a good base line to determine which of the respondents are being targeted.
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Conclusion
Violent crime from the above finding does not target any specific group of people. Understanding the social and financial setting of regions inside the IMPD can assist our comprehension of how basic and foundational conditions affect wrongdoing and public security. 
As the Indianapolis Department of Public Safety has stressed, discovering approaches to keep recidivism rates from the first day of detainment is essential to lessening. Move should likewise be made to avert wrongdoing and arrest in any case. Access to quality training and employments is essential (Lochner and Moretti, 2004). Solutions require projects and strategies to deliver the hindrances to quality education, business, housing, transportation, and social insurance over the city. As a current report by The Indianapolis Foundation recommended, sorting out assets, cultivating group cooperation, and assembling group resources is a fundamental advance in diminishing wrongdoing (The Indianapolis Foundation, 2015). 
Understanding crime rates geographically can help open discussions with respect to why certain regions encounter more wrongdoing than others and can help guide administrations to territories that are defenseless against wrongdoing. Efforts focusing on decreasing crime must consider how sorts of crimes shift by neighborhood. In any case, understanding the geography of crime likewise uncovers the requirement for all inclusive answers for enhancing open wellbeing and disparity. Just by inspecting the inconsistencies in crime over the Indianapolis region we can be able to fundamentally enhance public security for all.
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